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2024 MEETINGMINUTES

Chad Butterworth (Member)
Joe Murray (Member)
Elley Harrison (Member) – Minutes 

3. Apologies

Nil

4. Previous Minutes

Motion: that the Minutes from thepreviousAGMbe accepted.  
Moved: Carmen Clifford
Seconded: Glenn Emslie
Carried

5. Business Arising

Nil

6. CEO’s Report

I am proud of the team we have at Surfing Vic, and proud to be a member of 
that team.  I would like to thank the SV board for all their help, guidance and 
advice in the last 12 months.  A huge thankyou to Glenn, who has been a 
valuable pillar of Surfing Victoria through the good and the bad for a long 
period of time.  

Thank you to the Finance and Audit Committee for the work they contribute to 
the financial governance of the organsiation.

DATE: 20/11/2024 
VENUE: SURFING VICTORIA OFFICE, SURF CITY PLAZA, TORQUAY

1. Chairperson’s Welcome

Meeting opened at 5.02pm and attendees are welcomed. 

Our AGM is being held on the land of the Wadawurrung people. I would like to 
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land we are gathered on today, and 
pay our respects to any elder’s past, present and emerging. Thank you for 
everyone attending today who is a traditional owner. 

2. Attendance 

Ashleigh Wall (Director & AGM CHAIR)
Carmen Clifford (Director)
Glenn Emslie (Director)
Kate Sullivan (Director) via ZOOM
Cal Viney (Director) via ZOOM
Chris Watson (Director) via ZOOM
Neil Ridgway (Director)
Mark Brocas-Reti (Member via ZOOM)
Benny Oborn (Member via ZOOM)
Adam Williams (Member via ZOOM)
Adam Robertson (CEO & Member)
Liam Robertson (Member)
Kahlia Dix (Member)
Jordie Campbell (Member)
James Wilson-Browne (Member)
Simon Parsons (Member)
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General Purpose Financial Statements have been prepared by Kelly & 
Associates. The operating profit/deficit for the financial year amounted to a 
$29,708 deficit (2023: $163,229 deficit).

There has been an increase in Equity $2,122,777 (2023: $2,062,486). Noting that 
the assessment of 4 Sunset Strip is valued at the conservative figure based off 
the council rates notice. 

We have seen a $140,000 turnaround, following the previous financial year, 
noting that Surfing Australia meetings last week. We are in the top two 
performing states which is a good place to be. 

Motion: that the Financial Reports be accepted. 
Moved: Kate Sullivan
Seconded: Glenn Emslie
Carried

9. Election of Office Bearers

[3] Nominations for Available Positions [3]:
Paul Robson
Kate Sullivan
Chris Watson

No vote required, Paul, Kate and Chris are successfully re-elected.

Ash thanks everyone for attending and declares the meeting closed at 5.13pm.

7. Chairs Report

It has been a really successful year for Surfing Victoria on a number of levels.  
We welcome our new staff members Joe Murray as Indigenous Project Officer 
working with Jordie, and Kahlia Dix taking on the role as Major Events 
Manager working on delivery of the Rip Curl Pro.  

From a strategic perspective, the team has stayed true to our strategic pillars 
and direction focusing on our pillars, Indigenous, Women & Girls, Sport 
Development, High Performance, Events and Participation & Community with 
successes in these areas. 

Glenn Emslie is stepping down from the Board after 20 years of volunteering 
and he is thanked for his dedication and friendship during his tenure. Glenn 
will remain part of the Surfing Victoria furniture for years to come.

Thank you to the Surfing Victoria board who continue to volunteer their time, 
and to Adam for his leadership and dedication of the team.  We are excited for 
the year to come.

8. Financial Report – Period Ending June 30th 2024

The financial statements are general purpose financial statements that have 
been prepared in accordance with the Australian Accounting Standards - 
Reduced Disclosure Requirements and the Associations Incorporation Reform 
Act 2012 (Vic).

The Association is a not-for-profit entity for financial reporting purposes under 
the Australian Accounting Standards.

2024 MEETING  MINUTES CONT.
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CEO REPORT
ADAM ROBERTSON

Over the past 12 months Surfing Victoria has continued to build on its 
foundations and deliver meaningful outcomes for our community.

2025 saw the successful running of the 62nd Rip Curl Pro at Bells Beach/Djarrak. 
Aussie surfers Jack Robinson and Isabella Nichols claiming their first Bell. Both 
athletes joining an elite group of surfers to win the prestigious Rip Curl Pro.

Victorian wildcard recipients included Xavier Huxtable (Jan Juc), Carly Shanahan 
(Jan Juc) and Ellie Harrison (Barwon Heads). Xavier and Ellie each finished with a 
=9th place and Carly =17th.

The Australian Indigenous Surfing Titles was contested in perfect conditions 
with the annual gathering to Bells Beach/Djarrak in May. 

We saw standout performances from Landon Smales, taking out the Open 
Men’s and Open Longboard. Lehani Zoric won her first Open Women’s title, 
along with the Junior Girls. Victorian Charlie Chisolm took out the Junior Boys, 
Jay Mc Kenzie Masters Men, Kirsty Zoric Masters Women and Melissa Combo 
Open Women’s Longboard.

Congratulations to Joel Reid who was crowned Over 35 Men’s Shortboard 
Champion at the Australian Titles in Port Macquarie NSW.

Surf Her Way continues to grow and bring female surfers of all levels into our 
sport.  We were proud to launch the first ever Great Ocean Road Women’s 
Surf Fest in November that had over 250 participants and 1000 spectators 
attend the event that is a culmination of commitment to women and girls 
surfing in the state. I look forward to seeing this event become a mainstay on 
the Victorian surfing calendar for years to come. 

Surfing Victoria continue to develop and grow the online coaching platform 
surfbetternow.com which is available to all surfers with an interest in 
improving their surfing and will be used as a tool for beginner surfers right 
through to elite surfers striving to better their surfing performances.

The Indigenous Surfing program celebrated 27 years of connecting 
Indigenous Victorians with the ocean and inland waterways. 819 participants 
took part in surfing and SUP programs between October 2024 and May 2025, 
with 50% female representation. 

Surfing Victoria also launched its first Reconciliation Action Plan building on 
Surfing Victoria’s 27-year commitment to address racism and inequality 
across society and improve relationships and engagement with and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities in Victoria.

Surfing Victoria would like to thank the Victorian Government, VicHealth, 
Bass Coast Shire, Transport Accident Commission, Play it Safe by the Water 
and all of our supporting partners for their continued support of Victorian 
surfing.
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The past 12 months has been a period of continued progress, collaboration, 
and pride for Surfing Victoria, remaining steadfast to our purpose to enrich 
Victorian communities through surfing.

Surfing Victoria continue to deliver meaningful outcomes across 
participation, performance, and inclusion with the strength of our programs 
evident from grassroots initiatives to elite competition, reflecting the 
dedication and passion of our team.

This year marked the 27th year of the Indigenous Surfing Program, a true 
cornerstone of our organisation.  We were proud to launch Surfing 
Victoria’s first Reconciliation Action Plan and formalise our ongoing 
commitment to reconciliation, equality, and connection with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities.

Surf Her Way continues to thrive, providing pathways for women and girls 
to participate, lead, and excel in surfing. The inaugural Great Ocean Road 
Women’s Surf Fest was a standout success and a testament to the 
collective effort in creating a more inclusive and vibrant surfing community.

CHAIRPERSONS REPORT 
ASHLEIGH WALL

At the elite level we delivered 62nd Rip Curl Pro World Tour event and 
Bioglan World Longboard Titles at the iconic Bells Beach/Djarrak. 
Highlighting Victoria’s proud surfing heritage and the strength of event 
management on the international stage.

Continued development of Surf Better Now demonstrates Surfing 
Victoria’s commitment to innovation, education, and progression, 
ensuring that surfers at all levels can access quality coaching and support.

The Surfing Victoria Strategic Plan continues to guide our direction across 
six key areas; Participation & Community, Women & Girls, Indigenous 
Engagement, Events, Sport Development, and High Performance. These 
pillars ensure we remain focused on building a sustainable, inclusive, and 
forward-thinking organisation.

I extend sincere thanks to our valued Government, surf industry, 
corporate, community and philanthropic partners for their ongoing 
support.

I would like to acknowledge the commitment of Adam, the Surfing 
Victoria team, and the Board of Management for their continued 
leadership, as we look ahead to an exciting new chapter for surfing in 
Victoria.
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AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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2024/2025 ORGANISATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

INDIGENOUS

-819 Indigenous participants in Surfing & 
Stand Up Paddleboarding programs

-45 individual programs at 14 coastal and 
inland locations 

- 47% female participation
- Launch of first Innovative Reconciliation 

Action Plan

COMMUNITY & 
PARTICIPATION

WOMEN & GIRLS

-224 participants in Surf Her Way Programs 
-Inaugural Great Ocean Road Women’s 

Surfing Festival held in Lorne
-48.4% female participation across events 

and programs
-Provision of X50 coaching & judging 

scholarships

-24 Affiliated Surf Schools
-24 Affiliated Boardrider’s Clubs

-66,353 followers on social media 
-200 Multicultural participants  in Stand 

Up Paddleboard & URNBSURF 
Melbourne Program

-1242 Surfing Victoria Members

HIGH 
PERFORMANCE

-Rip Curl Pro Victorian Wildcards Ellie Harrison 
& Xavier Huxtable finished =5th and Carly 

Shanahan =17th
-Ellie Harrison, Tully Wylie, India Robinson, Xavier 

Huxtable qualified for the Challenger Series
-Xavier Huxtable took out the WSL 3000 

Phillip Island

EVENTS
SPORT 

DEVELOPMENT

-105 Surf Better Now Video Reviews 
completed for Intermediate Free Surfers 

to World Tour Athletes worldwide
-115 participants in Wakekilla Junior 

Development Programs at URBNSURF
-103 qualified Judges

-351 qualified Coaches

-1471 participants across 20 events on the 
Surf Coast, Phillip Island, Mornington 

Peninsula and URBNSURF 
-Jack Robinson & Isabella Nichols rang the 

iconic Rip Curl Pro Bell
-Bioglan World Longboard Titles

-Rip Curl GromSearch Phillip Island 10,000 
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DIGITALFOOTPRINT

Followers @03/07/2025 Total

Surfing Victoria 25,045 26,950 2,068 529 1,674 56,266

Surf HerWay 413 1,947 0 0 0 2,360

Surf BetterNow 797 3,487 0 567 0 4,851

GORWSF 22 843 0 0 0 865

Indigenous Surfing 458 1,553 0 0 0 2,011

Total 26,735 34,780 2,068 1,096 1,674 66,353
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AFFILIATED SURF SCHOOL NETWORK

13

• Apollo Bay Surf & Kayak – Apollo Bay

• Bass Coast Surf Academy – Inverloch

• Ben & Lee Considine Longboard Coaching – Ocean Grove

• Dawn Surf Co. - Anglesea / Urqharts Bluff

• Girls On Board – Phillip Island

• Go Ride A Wave – Torquay/Wye River/Ocean Grove

• Great Ocean Road & Bellarine Surf Tours

• Go Surf – Port Fairy

• Honu Honi Surf Camp – Torquay 

• Island Surf School – Phillip Island

• Mornington Peninsula Surf School – Mornington Peninsula 

• Ocean Mind – Torquay 

• Offshore Surf School – Inverloch

• Pt Lonsdale School of Surfing – Pt Lonsdale

• Port Fairy Surf School – Port Fairy

• Salty Seas Surf School – Inverloch 

• Salty Surf School – Mornington Peninsula

• Southern Exposure Surf School – Torquay 

• Summit & Surf – Pakenham 

• Surf Sessions – Ocean Grove

• Surf Shack Surf School – Lakes Entrance/Mallacoota

• Switchfoot Surf School – Ocean Grove

• Torquay Surf Academy – Torquay

• URBNSURF Melbourne – Tullamarine



AFFILIATED BOARDRIDERS CLUBS
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• 13th Beach Boardrider’s Club

• Bass Coast Boardrider’s Club

• Bodyboarding Victoria Inc

• Jan Juc Boardrider’s Club

• Kneeboard Surfing Victoria

• Maladiction Longboarder’s

• Mallacoota Boardrider’s Club

• Melbourne Boardrider’s Club

• Melbourne Adaptive Boardrider’s Club

• Otway Boardrider’s Club

• Peninsula Surfrider’s Club

• Phillip Island Boardrider’s Club

• Point Lonsdale Boardrider’s Club

• Port Campbell Boardrider’s Club

• Port Fairy Boardrider’s Club

• South Coast Boardrider’s Club

• Southern Ocean Union of Longboarder’s

• SUP Vic

• SUP Melbourne Inc

• Surf Coast Longboard Club

• Surf Coast Women’s Boardrider’s

• Swell Mamas

• Torquay Boardrider’s Club

• West Coast Bodyboard Club



VICTORIAN CHAMPIONS

2025 Victorian Open Series

Open Men – Lucas Hickson

Open Women – Sara Hickson 

2025 Woolworths Victorian Junior Series

Under 14 Boys – Teddy Robertson

Under 14 Girls – Estella Carbonelli

Under 16 Boys – Kato Mogi

Under 16 Girls – Rose Holland

Under 18 Boys – Jarvis Barrow

Under 18 Girls – Ava Holland

2025 Victorian Masters Title

Over 30 Men – Jarvis Cininas

Over 40 Men – Johnny Hawken

Over 40 Women – Tiffany Riggs

Over 50 Men – Andrew Hyde

Over 55 Women – Michelle Fincher

Over 55 Men – Craig Lloyd

Over 60 Men – Rowan Sapwell

Over 65 Men – Kim Shannon

2025 Victorian Longboard Series

Open Men – Ben Considine

Open Women – Bea Conroy

Over 40 Men – Mark Miccoli

Over 40 Women – Eglantine Balland

Over 50 Men – Greg Brown

Over 50 Women – Jacquie Chambers

Over 60 Men – Greg Brown

Over 60 Women – Sian Adnam

Over 70 Men – Robert Smith

Under 18 Boys – Josiah Skarratt

Under 18 Girls – Delilah Chisholm

2025 Victorian Bodyboard Title

Open Men – Alex Ashcroft

Open Women – Lyndall Jucker

Under 18 Junior Men – Lucas Byford

18-35 Men – Corey Daglish

Over 35 Men – Mark Britten

Over 45 Men – Kyle Anderson

Open Drop Knee – Dane Pope

2025 Victorian Kneeboard Titles (Leading)

Open Men – Owen Fairweather

Des Watson Memorial B Grade – Gary Smithett

2025 Australian SUP Surfing Titles

Open Men – Matt Takle

Under 18 Girls – Willa Webb

Over 40 Men – Sandy Ryan

Over 40 Women – Lucy Bell

Over 50 Men – Brendan Ryan

Over 50 Women – Gwen Carbone

Over 60 Men – John Takle

9ft Open Men – Liam McCafferty

9ft Open Women – Emma Webb

9ft Over 50 Men – Liam McCafferty

9ft Over 60 Men – John Takle
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SURFING VICTORIA STRATEGIC PLAN 2024-2026

PURPOSE

TO ENRICH 

VICTORIAN 
COMMUNITIES 

THROUGH 

SURFING

StrategicPlan 2019-2021

P U R P O S E  

TO  E N R I C H   
V I C TO R I A N   
C O M M U N I T I E S   
T H R O U G H   
S U R F I N G .

2

Strategic Plan 20 21-20 23

STRATEGIC PILLARS

  EVENTS

  

StrategicPlanSurfingVictoria 2019-2021

S T R AT E G I C  P I L L A R S
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Strategic Plan 20 21-20 23

Part ic ip at ion & Com m unit y

Governance

Ind igenous

Event s

W om en & Girls

Sp ort  Develop m ent

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

1.

HIGH PERFORMANCE

INDIGENOUS

WOMEN & GIRLS

SPORT DEVEOPMENT

PARTICIPATION & COMMUNITY
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THANK YOU
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