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1 Background 

1.1 The Surfing Australia Selection Panel (SASP) has been established by the National High-
Performance Director (NHPD) to facilitate selection of ‘Team Australia’ for the 2025 ISA World 
Surfing Games from 5th – 14th September in Surf City, El Salvador.  

1.2 This Team will be approved by the NHPD and will be endorsed by the CEO.  

1.3 The purpose of the SASP is to provide specialist advice and direction to the NHPD, on the 
selection criteria / selection of athletes specifically for this event only.  

2 Definitions and Interpretation 

2.1 Definitions 

Athlete means a person who: 

(a) participates in the Sport; and 

(b) is recognised by the National Federation or the ISA as eligible for Selection for the 
Team pursuant to these Selection Criteria. 

Extenuating Circumstances means: 

(a) injury or illness; 

(b) equipment failure; 

(c) travel delays; 

(d) bereavement or disability arising from death or serious illness of an immediate family 
member, which means a spouse, de facto partner, child, parent, grandparent, 
grandchild or sibling; or 

(e) any other factors considered by the National Federation to constitute extenuating 
circumstances. 

International Federation means International Surfing Association. 

National Federation means Surfing Australia. 

NHPD means National Federation High Performance Director 

Selection Date after 31 May 2025.  

Performance Period means 13 January 2024 to 31 May 2025. 

Qualification Period means a defined timeframe within a specific performance period, in 
which obligations must be achieved by a date to be determined in accordance with the ISA 
Qualification System. (The qualification period for surfing at the Los Angeles 2028 Olympics is 
still to be determined, as the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has not yet finalized 
details. Therefore, not relevant for 2025 World Games). 

Qualification System means the eligibility, participation and qualification criteria for the Sport 
in respect of the World Games issued by the International Federation as outlined in the ISA 
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Rule Book and in conjunction with the Olympic Qualification System. (If applicable to an 
Olympic Qualification year) 

SASP means Surfing Australia Selection Panel. 

SIA means Sports Integrity Australia. 

Sport means Surfing.  

Sport Entries Deadline means the date on which entries to a Games must be submitted to 
the ISA, being August 2025. 

Team means the team of athletes and officials selected by the NF to participate in the Sport 
at the World Games. 

WCT means the World Surf League’s World Championship Tour. 

2.2 Interpretation 

 Unless the context otherwise requires, reference to: 

(i) a clause is to a clause of this Selection Criteria; 

(ii) the singular includes the plural and the converse also applies; 

(iii) persons include incorporated and unincorporated bodies, partnerships, joint 
ventures and associations and vice versa and their legal personal 
representatives, successors and permitted assigns and substitutes; and 

(iv) a party includes the party’s executors, administrators, successors and 
permitted assigns and substitutes. 

 If a person to whom this Selection Criteria applies consists of more than one person, 
then this Selection Criteria binds them jointly and severally. 

 A reference to time, day or date is to time, day or date of Sydney, Australia. 

 Headings are for convenience only and do not form part of this Selection Criteria or 
affect its interpretation. 

3 General 

3.1 This Selection Criteria is issued by the NHPD of the National Federation. The National 
Federation must provide this Selection Criteria to all Athletes participating in the Sport, 
including by publishing this Selection Criteria on the National Federation’s website. 

3.2 The National Federation may only select athletes in accordance with this Selection Criteria. 

3.3 This Selection Criteria will take effect on and from the date of approval by the CEO and will 
cease to have effect at the conclusion of the World Games.  

3.4 This Selection Criteria applies to: 

 all Athletes; and 

 the National Federation. 

4 Objective 

4.1 The objective of the Selection Criteria is to select Athletes who the National Federation 
considers, in its absolute discretion, will have the best chance at achieving medal results or 
contributing to team medal results at the World Games. 

 

5 Athlete Quota Positions 

5.1 The National Federation may only select Athletes where, pursuant to the Qualification 
System, the International Federation has awarded the National Federation athlete quota 
positions. 
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5.2 The IF has awarded the National Federation entries for 3 Women and 3 Men for a total of 6 
athletes.  

5.3 A National Federation may not select more Athletes than the number of athlete quota 
positions awarded to the National Federation under the Qualification System.  

5.4 The National Federation may select less Athletes than the number of athlete quota positions 
awarded to the National Federation under the Qualification System. 

6 Eligibility Criteria 

The National Federation will not select an Athlete unless, as at the Selection Date, the 
National Federation is satisfied on reasonable grounds that the Athlete: 

 is an Australian citizen; 

 is a member of the National Federation; 

 satisfies the Qualification System; 

 has read, signed and returned the execution page of the current National Federation 
Athlete Agreement and has met (or is deemed to have met) all the agreement 
requirements;  

 has not breached any of the Sports Integrity Australia, National Federation or 
International Federation Policies, unless the Athlete has been sanctioned for the 
breach and has completed the sanction imposed;  

 not be subject to suspension or disqualification imposed by any surfing authority 
having jurisdiction over the athlete or the competition; 

 has completed the SIA Anti-Doping Fundamentals and Annual Update e-Learning 
courses; 

 is not suspended from the Sport for any reason; and 

 does not, and is not likely to in the foreseeable future, suffer from any physical or 
mental impairment that would prevent the Athlete from competing at the Games to the 
highest possible standard for that Athlete. 

7 Selection Criteria 

7.1 The National Federation will select 3 Athletes for each gender based off an expression of 
interest, in conjunction with the ISA Qualification System and who meet the eligibility criteria in 
clause 6 of this Selection Criteria.   

7.2 Athletes eligible to submit an expression of interest will be selected at the absolute discretion 
of the National Federation, based on their potential to achieve the highest competitive results 
at the World Games. 

7.3 In making its determination under clause Error! Reference source not found. with respect to 
an Athlete, the SASP may have regard to the following considerations, in its absolute 
discretion: 

 Performances inside the Performance Period, including performances in training and 
in competition with particular regard to wave conditions similar to those predicted for 
the World Games; 

 The athlete’s skill matrix score with respect to the wave profile of the World Games 
location; 

 The athlete’s physical form and fitness with input from the athlete’s individual coach; 

 The likelihood that the Athlete will suffer an injury in the lead up to or during the 
Games as guided by the National Federation Chief Medical Officer (CMO) or by a 
doctor nominated by the National Federation CMO; 

 The benefit or detriment of the Athlete’s membership on the Team with respect to 
team dynamics, team behaviour and team performance; 

 The extent to which the Athlete has demonstrated, during the Performance Period: 
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(i) discipline; 

(ii) motivation; and 

(iii) commitment to the Sport and to the Team. 

7.4 The SASP will consist of:  

(i) the NHPD;  

(ii) the National Federation Head of Podium Manager  

(iii) the National Federation Podium Coach 

(iv) an independent person appointed by the National Federation’s who has 
experience in, and understanding of, the Sport and high performance sports 
and has the required skills for membership of the SASP. 

 Each member of the SASP will vote on the Athlete or Athletes to be selected for the 
Team based on the evidence presented, without bias and in line with the objective in 
clause 4.1.  

 The NHPD shall perform the role of convener for the SASP. The NHPD shall be 
responsible for facilitating and monitoring the selection procedure in accordance with 
this Selection Criteria and directing the administration of the selection process, 
including communication with Athletes, as required under this Selection Criteria.  

 Members of the SASP are required to declare their interest in any matter in which a 
conflict of interest arises or may arise and shall, unless otherwise determined by 
NHPD, abstain from the discussion and voting.  

8 Submission of Selections 

8.1 The National Federation must notify Athletes of the Selection Date in writing.  

8.2 The National Federation may, in its absolute discretion extend the Selection Date for any 
reason. 

8.3 The National Federation must nominate Athletes to the International Federation by the 
Registration Date. The National Federation must inform Athletes of their selection or non-
selection by no later than 24 hours prior to the Registration Date 

8.4 The AOC may, in its absolute discretion, accept a selection submitted after the Selection Date 
where it is submitted by the National Federation as a result of an appeal brought in 
accordance with the AOC Olympic Team Selection and Selection By-Law. 

9 U18 Guardian 

9.1 Should any U18 athlete (s) be selected for engagement in an activity, they must be granted 
permission to attend by a parent / guardian. 

 

10 Appeals 

10.1 Decisions made by the SASP are final.  

11 Amendments 

11.1 This Selection Criteria may only be amended with the written consent of the CEO. 

11.2 The National Federation may amend the Selection Criteria from time to time in its absolute 
discretion. If these criteria are amended, the National Federation must re-upload an updated 
Selection Criteria to the National Federation’s website and advise Athletes of the amendment. 

12 Governing Law 
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This Selection Criteria is governed by the laws of the State of New South Wales. 

13 Priority of Documents 

To the extent of any inconsistency, the following documents shall be given the following 
descending order of precedence: 

 the ISA World Games Rule Book; and 

 this Selection Criteria.  
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